Primary choledochorrhaphy after common bile duct exploration.
To prove further the safety of primary closure of the common bile duct. Twenty patients among 99 common bile duct explorations underwent primary closure. Pre- and postoperative liver function test, ultrasound and intraoperative cholangiography data, operation time, postoperative complications and the length of postoperative stay were recorded. Nineteen patients did not suffer any biliary complication. One had bile leakage and bile peritonitis, and another had duodenal leakage. One case was complicated by gastric ulcer perforation. The mean postoperative hospital stay except for the 2 patients with complications was 8.72 +/- 0.75 days. Preoperative abnormal liver function tests recovered within 2-3 weeks after the operation. Postoperative ultrasound scan of the biliary tract within 2 months revealed no stenosis and residual stone. Primary common bile duct closure is a safe alternative to routine biliary drainage in selected patients.